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FROM PRESIDENT SICILIANO’S DESK

ince our spring newsletter edition, our work has focused on
our three different historical tours. Thus far, we have offered
four Perry Hannah and His Neighbors tours, four All Over Old
Towne Tours, and four Oakwood Cemetery Tours. While a few
have been rained out, many have been well attended, and

the attendees universally praise us for the interesting
information we provide them.

There is still time to enjoy the remaining tours for the late summer and autumn.
The upcoming tours follow:

JMEixth Street Residences, Traverse City, Mich.

Perry Hannah & His Neighbors, A Walking Tour of Sixth Street and Environs
All tours run from 9:30am to 11:30am

2025 Remaining Dates:
-Saturday September 27, 2025
-Sunday October 12, 2025

This two-hour, mile-long “show & tell” encompasses twelve blocks of splendid turn-of-the-century homes,
with a short detour to Central School.With hundreds of historical photos, we cover a bit of architecture,
a bunch of local events, and a whole lot of interesting folks (with just a whisper of gossip).

CONTINUED
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FROM PRESIDENT SICILIANO’S DESK CONT.

Join us for a whole new perspective into the lives and times of Perry Hannah and his neighbors along
this stately brick street — you’ll never look at Sixth Street the same way again!

The tour begins at the Perry Hannah statue at the corner of Sixth and Union Streets. The cost is $15
per person, and limited to the first 12 people to arrive — so don’t miss out!

UNION 8T, TRAVERSE CITY, MICH

All Over Old Towne
All tours run from 9:30am to 11:30am

2025 Remaining Dates:
-Sunday September 7, 2025
-Saturday October 4, 2025

There are wonderful tales to be told in Old Towne — what was known for 100 years simply as “the

South Side.” Local author Marty MacLeod takes you back in time to rediscover this lively neighborhood,
from grain and lumber mills to the iconic Wilhelm’s and Brady’s to the Pere Marquette train station and
roundhouse. Along the way, she’ll introduce you to cigar-rollers and saloon keepers, car-makers and
casket-makers, ice-cutters, candy-girls, and “bombshells.” It’s all part of Old Towne’s fascinating story.

This 1.7-mile tour starts (and ends) at Perry Hannah’s statue on the NW corner of Union & Sixth Streets.
The terrain is flat, but we really will be All Over Old Towne for about 2 hours, so wear comfortable shoes.
Bring water if it’s hot, sunscreen if there’s a chance of sun, and lots of questions no matter the weather!
Suggested donation is $15/person, with all proceeds going to the Traverse Area Historical Society.

CONTINUED
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FROM PRESIDENT SICILIANO’S DESK CONT.

Oakwood Cemetery Tours

All tours run from 9:30am to 11:30am
No reservations are required, but please arrive by 9:15 am for check-in and to sign the liability waiver.

2025 Remaining Date:
-Saturday September 13, 2025

Cemetery walking tours meet at the main entrance of Oakwood Cemetery off of Eighth Street, directly
across from the intersection of Fair Street and Eighth Street. The tour will start and finish at this
location. Parking is available on either side of the entrance, up against the hedge.

Please note: This walking tour covers a distance of approximately 1.5 miles, and takes us over uneven
surfaces over a course of 2 hours, so, please consider if this tour is appropriate for your mobility and
stamina capabilities. Additionally, while kid-friendly, some children have difficulty staying interested
for the duration. You are the best judge of the appropriateness of this tour for the children in your lives.

Suggested donation is $15/person, with all proceeds going to the Traverse Area Historical Society.

Oakwood Cemetery Tour with a Halloween Twist!

-Sunday October 26, 2025
2:00 to 4:00pm (Meet at 1:45 at the Oakwood Cemetery entrance closest to 8th and Steele Street)

-Thursday October 30, 2025

4:00 to 6:00pm (Meet at 3:45 at the Oakwood Cemetery entrance closest to 8th and Steele Street)
CONTINUED
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FROM PRESIDENT SICILIANO’S DESK CONT.

An enhanced version our regular Oakwood Tour historical facts with some light-hearted Traverse
City area Ghost Tales. A great way to enter into the halloween fun!

Suggested donation is $15/person, with all proceeds going to the Traverse Area Historical Society.

UPCOMING FALL PROGRAMS:

Our Program Committee has developed our schedule for our fall programs at the McGuire Room at
the Traverse Area District Library. All our monthly programs are on Sundays, starting at 2:00 PM.

September 21st: Emily Modrall will present 'The New Anishinaabe Cultural Markers in Kchi
Wiikwedong (the Grand Traverse area)’

October 12th: Michigan History Day Award Recipients’ Presentation and the Society Annual
Meeting and Social Event

November 16th: Jen Loop will present on the History of the Clinch Park Zoo and the Traverse
City Miniature City

SEEKING NEW BOARD MEMBERS:

Would you like to become more active in leading the society? Our ten-member board is looking for
fellow members to join us. We currently have three openings. These include an officer position as
membership secretary. The new board term starts with the annual meeting in October.

If you would like to serve on the board, please contact us for more information at
contact@TRAVERSEHISTORY.ORG
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SHOWCASING LOCAL HISTORY AT THE OPERA HOUSE
By Marty MacLeod

We hope that some of you might have happened upon and enjoyed our recent themed displays at the City
Opera House lobby! At the invitation of COH Director Chad Lindsey, TAHS has mounted rotating displays
in the glass display case (fondly dubbed “the vitrine”) since early 2024. The first theme — Home
Entertainment Systems of Yesteryear — featured an early Victrola and wax cylinders as well as
WWII-vintage sheet music and popular instruments of the day: jaw-harps, an autoharp, a ukulele, and a
small parlor guitar, mostly from Jim Warner’s extensive collection. Period photos of local musicians filled
out the case.

Follow-on displays have highlighted local sports teams and memorabilia, how the humble potato supported
our local economy, and - to commemorate COH’s gala anniversary — a display of Victorian finery shared by
Nancy Bordine and others. We just swapped out “Pressing Matters”, which followed the hand iron’s
sometimes horrifying story from ancient China through electrification in the 1940s, and now you can enjoy
a fun presentation on the Clinch Park Zoo through the end of the year. Be sure to pop in to “view the

vitrine” whenever you’re downtown!

Who knows what might show up in the new year to surprise and delight viewers. Do you have a collection
of historical interest you’d like to share? If so, please contact the TAHS Board to get things rolling...
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FROM MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR JENNINGS’ DESK

Our current TAHS membership is 139 members. We are always hoping to increase this number as
we are the organization that is actively keeping the history of this area alive. Teachers have such
heavy curriculum to cover, that they no time to teach local history. We believe that knowing the
history of where you live is important. It helps you understand how things have changed over time
and the people who made those things happen. It helps you understand how you fit into the big
picture and what lessons looking to the past can teach you.

Please encourage other history minded folk to join and help us preserve our history! Welcome to
new members Chelsea Cooper, Everett Waisanen, George Hankwitz and Michael Conway.

FROM COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE CHAIR SICILIANO’S DESK

Now that the TAHS is collecting 3-Dimensional museum artifacts
for future display, our Collections Committee has been very busy.

Over the summer we formally accepted the following items as
part of our collection. Many thanks to the donors!

**The badge, revolver (disabled), photographs and other items
of David R. Campbell, who was Grand Traverse Sheriff from
1914 - 1925.

**A large (8’ x 2’) “Wilhelm’s” sign that hung above the entrance of
Wilhelm’s Department Store. Starting as a dry goods store in the
1880s, the business stood on the northeast corner of Union and State
Streets for a century. Today the building houses the AT&T Store.

** A TC Brewing Co. bottle.

These and other artifacts are currently in secure, climate-controlled storage. We are working with
other area organizations to have some of them safely displayed for the public in the near future.

The committee has also been busy developing a Collections Management Policy and creating
record-keeping documents. Particular thanks to the five TAHS members who volunteered to be on
this committee, in addition to two Board Members:

Fred Nelson « Peter Doren * Bonnie Smith * Steve Veatch » Miles Lindberg * Jim Warner (Board
Member) * Peg Siciliano (Board Member; Archivist)
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FROM TREASURER OFFENHAUSER’S DESK

Some of the significant financial activities that were transacted this summer include the opening
of a high interest savings account. This account (FDIC insured) will allow us to park our excess
cash in a more liquid form than certificates of deposit. Also, we met two of our important budgeted
obligations to our partners: Traverse Area District Library to support their archive intern program
($1900) and the Historical Society of Michigan in support of Michigan History Day ($1745).

In preparation for the '26 budget, we have reviewed our 2025 actuals vs budget, and I'm happy to
report that we have (so far) met our budget with the equivalent of an accountant's bullseye. The
'26 budget is ready for board review and will be ready for membership approval at our October
membership meeting.

NEWS ON THE KCHI WIIKWEDONG ANISHINAABE HISTORY PROJECT
By Emily Modrall

As of July, all nine cultural markers planned by the
Kchi Wiikwedong Anishinaabe History Project have
been installed in their permanent locations. Five
markers are in Leelanau County, and four are in
Grand Traverse County. The website associated with
the project -- anishinaabetrails.org -- includes
recordings of the markers' plaques read aloud by
Grand Traverse Band community members. A map of
the markers' locations will be added to the website in
the coming months.

Pictured to the right: the detailed image of the
sign at Clinch Park.
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FROM WEBMASTER GILLS’ COMPUTER

We continue to work on expanding web traffic to our https://www.traversehistory.org/.

We are averaging around 15 unique visits a day, with traffic coming from just about every state in

the union in the past year. As I work on enhancing the user experience, I invite our membership to

let us know what you think we should be doing better in terms of providing easy access to information
about TAHS, programming, and other information about our work and the history of our region.

Our main goal for the upcoming year is to enhance the site to further engagement by providing our
members and the general public with more dynamic content.

NEWS FROM THE TRAVERSE AREA DISTRICT LIBRARY

Melissa A. McKenna, Assistant Director for Outreach and Adult Services & Supervisor, Local History Collection

Hello from your Library and Local History Collection!

Summer means it’s time once again for the LHC Petertyl Interns! We always have a great group of
applicants and this year was no exception. After interviewing, Zoe and Robin selected two amazing
candidates for summer 2025 - Carissa Yonan has a bachelor’s in Anthropology and Classical Studies
and recently graduated with her MLS. Kianna Carpenter is finishing up her degree in psychology at
Alma College and is planning to apply to an online MLS program after graduation.

The interns had a busy schedule for their ten
hours a week - divided between instruction and
discussion with Terry Beamsley, and hands-on
work and practical information from Robin and
Zoe. They also took one day to visit other local
history sites and archives on Old Mission
Peninsula. The group had a tour and discussion
of the Dougherty House and the local history
room at Peninsula Community Library.

For their project, Carissa and Kianna worked on

part of the Arnell Engstrom collection.

Petertyl Interns Carissa Yonan and Kianna Carpenter

They were able to rehouse a portion of the collection, organize it, and began the collection’s finding aid
for the parts they completed. On Wednesday afternoon, August 6th, the interns gave a short presentation
on their experience and project, plus were able to answer questions from representatives of TADL’s staff,
TADL Board of Trustees, and the Board of TAHS. They did an amazing job on their project and we thank

. . |
them for their hard work this summer! CONTINUED
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NEWS FROM THE TRAVERSE AREA DISTRICT LIBRARY

Melissa A. McKenna, Assistant Director for Outreach and Adult Services & Supervisor, Local History Collection

This summer, Robin and Zoe worked on several amazing exhibits and articles, utilizing items from
the LHC. June showcased photographs and artifacts from the Traverse City State Hospital, and Zoe
wrote a well-researched and informative article to accompany the exhibit. July saw the return of
our large, annual Cherry Festival display in the atrium, along with a showcase of items and pictures
of TC Diners in the second floor display case. August’s second floor display theme is all about the
Northwest Michigan Fair, and Zoe is writing another great article about that local institution. Please
be sure to come up to the second floor and view the monthly exhibits wherever you’re in the library!

One other item of note from this summer in the LHC - we acquired the Maud Miller Hoffmaster
donation from the family. There were several boxes of papers, photographs, and copies of her
publications, along with the plates for the prints of her artwork and about a dozen original paintings.

Unfortunately, the collection is in rough shape after decades of non-ideal storage conditions. LHC
staff have already assessed the collection, rehoused it in new boxes, and relocated it in the library
for temporary storage and further work. This collection is going to be a huge undertaking to clean,
preserve, and house. We will be investigating grants and donations to pay for a professional

conservator to clean the oil paintings. Stay tuned for more details and information as we continue
to work on this donation.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR VOLUNTEERS

@r-

Would you like to...

- Be a docent on a history walking tour?

- Explore ways of getting local history into the schools?

- Serve as all-around helper with regard to tasks that must be carried out regularly—
newsletters, mailings, or maintaining the website?

- Attend TAHS board meetings to find out more about board activities and what you might do
to participate?

- Attending TADL board meetings to let that board know we have a keen interest in
maintaining the archives at the library.

- Or...do whatever job you think would be useful to the Society?

Leave an email at traversehistory@gmail.com if you are interested in doing any of these things.
We can always use more help to preserve, protect, and present history!

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE!
TRAVERSEHISTORY.ORG | LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: TRAVERSE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Traverse Area Historical Society - PO Box 7051 - Traverse City, MI 49696-7051
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