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FROM PRESIDENT SICILIANO’S DESK

S ince our  spring newslet ter  edi t ion,  our  work has  focused on 
our  three  di f ferent  his torical  tours .  Thus  far ,  we have offered 
four  Perry  Hannah and His  Neighbors  tours ,  four  Al l  Over  Old  
Towne Tours ,  and four  Oakwood Cemetery Tours .  While  a  few 
have been rained out ,  many have been wel l  at tended,  and 
the  at tendees  universal ly  praise  us  for  the  interest ing  
information we provide them.  

 

CONTINUED

Perry Hannah & His  Neighbors ,  A  Walking Tour of  S ixth  Street  and Environs 

 Al l  tours  run from 9:30am to  11:30am

2025 Remaining Dates :

-Saturday September 27 ,  2025

-Sunday October  12 ,  2025

This  two-hour ,  mile - long “show & te l l”  encompasses  twelve  blocks  of  splendid turn-of - the-century homes,  

with  a  short  detour  to  Central  School .With hundreds  of  his torical  photos ,  we cover  a  bi t  of  architecture ,  

a  bunch of  local  events ,  and a  whole  lot  of  interest ing  folks  (with  just  a  whisper  of  goss ip) .

There  is  s t i l l  t ime to  enjoy the  remaining tours  for  the  late  summer and autumn.  

The upcoming tours  fo l low:

TRAVERSE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY -  SUMMER 2025



2

All  Over  Old  Towne

 Al l  tours  run from 9:30am to  11:30am

 

2025 Remaining Dates :

-Sunday September 7 ,  2025

-Saturday October  4 ,  2025

 

There  are  wonderful  ta les  to  be  to ld  in  Old  Towne –  what  was  known for  100 years  s imply  as  “ the  

South Side .”  Local  author  Marty  MacLeod takes  you back in  t ime to  rediscover  this  l ively  neighborhood,  

from grain and lumber mil ls  to  the  iconic  Wilhelm’s  and Brady’s  to  the  Pere  Marquette  train  s tat ion and 

roundhouse .  Along the  way,  she ’ l l  introduce you to  c igar-rol lers  and saloon keepers ,  car-makers  and 

casket -makers ,  ice -cutters ,  candy-gir ls ,  and “bombshel ls . ”  I t ’ s  a l l  part  of  Old  Towne’s  fascinat ing  s tory .

 

This  1 .7 -mile  tour  s tarts  (and ends)  at  Perry  Hannah’s  s tatue on the  NW corner  of  Union & Sixth Streets .  

The terrain is  f lat ,  but  we real ly  wi l l  be  Al l  Over  Old  Towne for  about  2  hours ,  so  wear  comfortable  shoes .  

Bring water  i f  i t ’ s  hot ,  sunscreen i f  there ’s  a  chance of  sun,  and lots  of  quest ions  no matter  the  weather!

Suggested donat ion is  $15/person,  with  a l l  proceeds  going to  the  Traverse  Area Historical  Society .

 

FROM PRESIDENT SICILIANO’S DESK CONT.

 CONTINUED

TRAVERSE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY -  SUMMER 2025

Join  us  for  a  whole  new perspect ive  into  the  l ives  and t imes  of  Perry  Hannah and his  neighbors  a long 

this  s tate ly  brick  s treet  –  you’ l l  never  look at  S ixth  Street  the  same way again!

 

The tour  begins  at  the  Perry  Hannah statue at  the  corner  of  S ixth  and Union Streets .  The cost  i s  $15 

per  person,  and l imited to  the  f irs t  12  people  to  arrive  — so  don’ t  miss  out !



3

Oakwood Cemetery Tours

Al l  tours  run from 9:30am to  11:30am

No reservat ions  are  required,  but  please  arrive  by 9 :15  am for  check- in  and to  s ign the  l iabi l i ty  waiver .  

 

2025 Remaining Date :

-Saturday September 13 ,  2025  

   

Cemetery walking tours  meet  at  the  main entrance of  Oakwood Cemetery off  of  Eighth Street ,  d irect ly  

across  from the intersect ion of  Fair  Street  and Eighth Street .  The tour  wi l l  s tart  and f inish at  this  

locat ion.  Parking is  avai lable  on ei ther  s ide  of  the  entrance ,  up against  the  hedge.

 

P lease  note :  This  walking tour  covers  a  dis tance of  approximately  1 .5  miles ,  and takes  us  over  uneven 

surfaces  over  a  course  of  2  hours ,  so ,  p lease  consider  i f  this  tour  is  appropriate  for  your  mobi l i ty  and 

stamina capabi l i t ies .  Addit ional ly ,  whi le  kid- fr iendly ,  some chi ldren have di f f icul ty  s taying interested 

for  the  durat ion.  You are  the  best  judge of  the  appropriateness  of  this  tour  for  the  chi ldren in  your  l ives .

 

Suggested donat ion is  $15/person,  with  a l l  proceeds  going to  the  Traverse  Area Historical  Society .

 

Oakwood Cemetery Tour with  a  Hal loween Twist !

  

-Sunday October  26 ,  2025

2:00  to  4 :00pm (Meet  at  1 :45  at  the  Oakwood Cemetery entrance c losest  to  8th  and Steele  Street )

 

-Thursday October  30 ,  2025  

4 :00  to  6 :00pm (Meet  at  3 :45  at  the  Oakwood Cemetery entrance c losest  to  8th  and Steele  Street )

 

FROM PRESIDENT SICILIANO’S DESK CONT.

 CONTINUED
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FROM PRESIDENT SICILIANO’S DESK CONT.

TRAVERSE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY -  SUMMER 2025

An enhanced version our  regular  Oakwood Tour his torical  facts  with  some l ight -hearted Traverse  

Ci ty  area Ghost  Tales .  A  great  way to  enter  into  the  hal loween fun!

 

Suggested donat ion is  $15/person,  with  a l l  proceeds  going to  the  Traverse  Area Historical  Society .

UPCOMING FALL PROGRAMS:

Our Program Committee  has  developed our  schedule  for  our  fa l l  programs at  the  McGuire  Room at  

the  Traverse  Area Distr ict  Library .  Al l  our  monthly  programs are  on Sundays ,  s tart ing  at  2 :00  PM.

September 21st :  Emily  Modral l  wi l l  present  'The New Anishinaabe Cultural  Markers  in  Kchi  

Wiikwedong ( the  Grand Traverse  area) ’  

October  12th:  Michigan History  Day Award Recipients ’  Presentat ion and the  Society  Annual  

Meet ing and Social  Event

November 16th:  Jen Loop wil l  present  on the  History  of  the  Cl inch Park Zoo and the  Traverse  

Ci ty  Miniature  Ci ty

SEEKING NEW BOARD MEMBERS:
Would you l ike  to  become more act ive  in  leading the  society?   Our ten-member board is  looking for  

fe l low members  to  jo in  us .  We current ly  have three  openings .  These  include an off icer  posi t ion as

membership secretary .  The new board term starts  with  the  annual  meet ing in  October .  

I f  you would l ike  to  serve on the  board,  p lease  contact  us  for  more information at  

contact@TRAVERSEHISTORY.ORG
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SHOWCASING LOCAL HISTORY AT THE OPERA HOUSE
By  Marty MacLeod

We hope that  some of  you might  have happened upon and enjoyed our  recent  themed displays  at  the  Ci ty  

Opera House lobby!  At  the  invi tat ion of  COH Director  Chad Lindsey,  TAHS has  mounted rotat ing  displays  

in  the  g lass  display case  ( fondly  dubbed “the  vi tr ine”)  s ince  early  2024.  The f irs t  theme –  Home 

Entertainment  Systems of  Yesteryear  –  featured an early  Victrola  and wax cyl inders  as  wel l  as  

WWII-vintage sheet  music  and popular  instruments  of  the  day:  jaw-harps ,  an autoharp,  a  ukulele ,  and a  

smal l  parlor  gui tar ,  most ly  from J im Warner ’s  extensive  col lect ion.  Period photos  of  local  music ians  f i l led  

out  the  case .

Fol low-on displays  have highl ighted local  sports  teams and memorabi l ia ,  how the humble  potato  supported 

our  local  economy,  and –  to  commemorate  COH’s  gala  anniversary –  a  display of  Victorian f inery shared by 

Nancy Bordine and others .  We just  swapped out  “Press ing Matters” ,  which fol lowed the  hand iron’s  

sometimes horri fying s tory  from ancient  China through electr i f icat ion in  the  1940s ,  and now you can enjoy 

a  fun presentat ion on the  Cl inch Park Zoo through the  end of  the  year .  Be  sure  to  pop in  to  “view the 

vi tr ine”  whenever  you’re  downtown!  

Who knows what  might  show up in  the  new year  to  surprise  and del ight  v iewers .  Do you have a  col lect ion 

of  his torical  interest  you’d  l ike  to  share?  I f  so ,  p lease  contact  the  TAHS Board to  get  things  rol l ing…
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FROM MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR JENNINGS’  DESK

Our current  TAHS membership is  139 members .   We are  a lways  hoping to  increase  this  number as  

we are  the  organizat ion that  is  act ively  keeping the  his tory  of  this  area al ive .   Teachers  have such 

heavy curriculum to  cover ,  that  they no t ime to  teach local  his tory .   We bel ieve  that  knowing the  

his tory  of  where you l ive  is  important .   I t  helps  you understand how things  have changed over  t ime 

and the  people  who made those  things  happen.  I t  helps  you understand how you f i t  into  the  big  

picture  and what  lessons  looking to  the  past  can teach you.  

P lease  encourage other  his tory  minded folk  to  jo in  and help  us  preserve our  his tory!  Welcome to  

new members  Chelsea  Cooper ,  Everett  Waisanen,  George Hankwitz  and Michael  Conway.

FROM COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE CHAIR SICILIANO’S DESK

Now that  the  TAHS is  col lect ing  3 -Dimensional  museum art i facts  

for  future  display ,  our  Col lect ions  Committee  has  been very busy.  

Over  the  summer we formal ly  accepted the  fol lowing i tems as  

part  of  our  col lect ion.  Many thanks  to  the  donors!

**The badge,  revolver  (disabled) ,  photographs and other  i tems 

of  David R .  Campbel l ,  who was Grand Traverse  Sheri f f  from 

1914 -  1925.  

**A large  (8 ’  x  2 ’ )  “Wilhelm’s”  s ign that  hung above the  entrance of  

Wilhelm’s  Department  Store .  S tart ing  as  a  dry  goods  s tore  in  the  

1880s ,  the  business  s tood on the  northeast  corner  of  Union and State  

Streets  for  a  century.  Today the  bui lding houses  the  AT&T Store .

**  A TC Brewing Co.  bott le .

These  and other  art i facts  are  current ly  in  secure ,  c l imate-control led s torage .  We are  working with  

other  area organizat ions  to  have some of  them safely  displayed for  the  publ ic  in  the  near  future .

The committee  has  a lso  been busy developing a  Col lect ions  Management  Pol icy  and creat ing  

record-keeping documents .  Part icular  thanks  to  the  f ive  TAHS members  who volunteered to  be  on 

this  committee ,  in  addit ion to  two Board Members :

Fred Nelson •  Peter  Doren •  Bonnie  Smith •  S teve Veatch •  Mi les  Lindberg •  J im Warner  (Board 

Member)  •  Peg  S ic i l iano (Board Member;  Archivis t )



FROM TREASURER OFFENHAUSER’S DESK

NEWS ON THE KCHI WIIKWEDONG ANISHINAABE HISTORY PROJECT
By Emily Modrall

7
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Some of  the  s ignif icant  f inancial  act ivi t ies  that  were transacted this  summer include the  opening 

of  a  high interest  savings  account .  This  account  (FDIC insured)  wi l l  a l low us  to  park our  excess  

cash in  a  more l iquid  form than cert i f icates  of  deposi t .  Also ,  we met  two of  our  important  budgeted 

obl igat ions  to  our  partners :  Traverse  Area Distr ict  Library to  support  their  archive  intern program 

($1900)  and the  Historical  Society  of  Michigan in  support  of  Michigan History  Day ($1745) .

In  preparat ion for  the  '26  budget ,  we have reviewed our  2025 actuals  vs  budget ,  and I 'm happy to  

report  that  we have (so  far)  met  our  budget  with  the  equivalent  of  an accountant 's  bul lseye .  The 

'26  budget  is  ready for  board review and wil l  be  ready for  membership approval  at  our  October  

membership meet ing .

As  of  July ,  a l l  nine cul tural  markers  planned by the  

Kchi  Wiikwedong Anishinaabe History  Project  have 

been instal led in  their  permanent  locat ions .  F ive  

markers  are  in  Leelanau County ,  and four  are  in  

Grand Traverse  County .  The websi te  associated with  

the  project  - -  anishinaabetrai ls .org  - -  includes  

recordings  of  the  markers '  p laques  read aloud by 

Grand Traverse  Band community  members .  A  map of  

the  markers '  locat ions  wi l l  be  added to  the  websi te  in  

the  coming months .

Pictured to  the  r ight :  the  detai led image of  the  

s ign at  C l inch Park.



NEWS FROM THE TRAVERSE AREA DISTRICT LIBRARY
Melissa A. McKenna, Assistant Director for Outreach and Adult Services & Supervisor, Local History Collection

Peterty l  Interns  Carissa  Yonan and Kianna Carpenter

8

FROM WEBMASTER GILLS’ COMPUTER

 CONTINUED

TRAVERSE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY -  SUMMER 2025

We continue to  work on expanding web traff ic  to  our  ht tps : / /www.traversehistory .org/ .  

We are  averaging around 15 unique vis i ts  a  day,  with  traff ic  coming from just  about  every s tate  in  

the  union in  the  past  year .  As  I  work on enhancing the  user  experience ,  I  invi te  our  membership to  

let  us  know what  you think we should be  doing better  in  terms of  providing easy  access  to  information 

about  TAHS,  programming,  and other  information about  our  work and the  his tory  of  our  region.  

Our main goal  for  the  upcoming year  is  to  enhance the  s i te  to  further  engagement  by providing our  

members  and the  general  publ ic  with  more dynamic  content .  

Hel lo  from your Library and Local  History  Col lect ion!

Summer means i t ’ s  t ime once again for  the  LHC Petertyl  Interns!  We always  have a  great  group of  

appl icants  and this  year  was  no except ion.  After  interviewing,  Zoe and Robin selected two amazing 

candidates  for  summer 2025 -  Carissa  Yonan has  a  bachelor ’s  in  Anthropology and Class ical  Studies  

and recent ly  graduated with  her  MLS.  Kianna Carpenter  is  f inishing up her  degree  in  psychology at  

Alma Col lege  and is  p lanning to  apply  to  an onl ine  MLS program after  graduat ion.  

The interns  had a  busy schedule  for  their  ten 

hours  a  week -  d ivided between instruct ion and 

discussion with  Terry  Beamsley ,  and hands-on 

work and pract ical  information from Robin and 

Zoe.  They also  took one day to  vis i t  other  local  

his tory  s i tes  and archives  on Old Miss ion 

Peninsula .  The group had a  tour  and discussion 

of  the  Dougherty  House and the  local  his tory  

room at  Peninsula  Community  Library .

For  their  project ,  Carissa  and Kianna worked on 

part  of  the  Arnel l  Engstrom col lect ion.  

They were able  to  rehouse a  port ion of  the  col lect ion,  organize  i t ,  and began the  col lect ion’s  f inding aid  

for  the  parts  they completed.  On Wednesday af ternoon,  August  6th ,  the  interns  gave a  short  presentat ion 

on their  experience and project ,  p lus  were able  to  answer quest ions  from representat ives  of  TADL’s  s taff ,  

TADL Board of  Trustees ,  and the  Board of  TAHS.  They did  an amazing job on their  project  and we thank 

them for  their  hard work this  summer!  
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Melissa A. McKenna, Assistant Director for Outreach and Adult Services & Supervisor, Local History Collection
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This  summer,  Robin and Zoe worked on several  amazing exhibi ts  and art ic les ,  ut i l iz ing  i tems from 

the LHC.  June showcased photographs and art i facts  from the Traverse  Ci ty  State  Hospital ,  and Zoe 

wrote  a  wel l -researched and informative  art ic le  to  accompany the  exhibi t .  July  saw the return of  

our  large ,  annual  Cherry Fest ival  display in  the  atr ium,  a long with  a  showcase  of  i tems and pictures  

of  TC Diners  in  the  second f loor  display case .  August ’s  second f loor  display theme is  a l l  about  the  

Northwest  Michigan Fair ,  and Zoe is  wri t ing  another  great  art ic le  about  that  local  inst i tut ion.  P lease  

be  sure  to  come up to  the  second f loor  and view the monthly  exhibi ts  wherever  you’re  in  the  l ibrary!  

One other  i tem of  note  from this  summer in  the  LHC -  we acquired the  Maud Mil ler  Hoffmaster  

donat ion from the family .  There  were several  boxes  of  papers ,  photographs ,  and copies  of  her  

publ icat ions ,  a long with  the  plates  for  the  prints  of  her  artwork and about  a  dozen original  paint ings .  

Unfortunately ,  the  col lect ion is  in  rough shape af ter  decades  of  non- ideal  s torage condit ions .  LHC 

staff  have already assessed the  col lect ion,  rehoused i t  in  new boxes ,  and relocated i t  in  the  l ibrary

for  temporary s torage and further  work.  This  col lect ion is  going to  be  a  huge undertaking to  c lean,  

preserve ,  and house .  We wil l  be  invest igat ing  grants  and donat ions  to  pay for  a  profess ional  

conservator  to  c lean the  oi l  paint ings .  S tay  tuned for  more detai ls  and information as  we cont inue 

to  work on this  donat ion.



 

 

 
 
  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR VOLUNTEERS

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE!
TRAVERSEHISTORY.ORG | LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: TRAVERSE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Traverse Area Historical Society - PO Box 7051 - Traverse City, MI 49696-7051
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