Traverse Area Historical Society Board of Directors Meeting
October 7, 2025, 6:30
Traverse Area District Library, Woodmere Branch, Nelson Room

Present: S. Siciliano, P. Siciliano, J. Loup, J. Warner, M. MacLeod, L. Hains, B. Gills, E. Modrall, M. Johns, S. Jennings. Guest: Jordan Owen, prospective board member. 

Absent: J. Offenhauser

Called to Order: 6:32

Revisions to Agenda: M. MacLeod would like to add a discussion History on the Water Grand Traverse Regional Museum. S. Siciliano added a discussion of the Hobby Fair at TADL to the President’s Report. 

Secretary’s Report:
J. Loup circulated the minutes to board members prior to the meeting. M. Johns moved to accept minutes as presented, M MacLeod seconded. All approved. 

Jordan Owen introduced his background and interest in the board member position. S. Siciliano moved to appoint Jordan Owen as a board member. L. Hains seconded. All approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: 
J. Offenhauser circulated the report to board members via email prior to the meeting. 

TBA CD: $20,201.00
Axos Savings Account: $6,062.32

4Front Credit Union: $1.06
TBA Petertyl: $3,409.80
TBA Checking Account: $2,848.00
TBA Emily Modrall Savings: $20,710.24

Restricted: $24,120.04
Unrestricted: $49,765.15

The historical societies PO Box is being changed to Union Street post office from Barlow post offices. 

President’s Report: 
The board decided to postpone discussion regarding membership with Michigan History magazine. M. Johns will coordinate with J. Owens regarding offering a subscription to society members. 

Collections Committee: 
P. Siciliano reported on the last committee meeting. Disposal decisions needing board approval were mentioned, including duplicate yearbooks in TAHS possession. Those from before 1950 are to be donated to the library book sale - M. Johns will review prior to. Plattebooks - Grand Traverse, Leelenau, and Benzie will be reviewed by E. Modrall.

S. Siciliano made a motion to accept the collection committee’s recommendations. M. Johns seconded, all approved. 

The board discussed the final planning for the annual meeting Sunday October 19th, 2:00. M. MacLeod and P. Siciliano will provide matching games. S. Jennings will grab refreshments from Meijer and home - cider, napkins, cups. 30-35 expected. One student from National History day will attend to present his paper on the Triangle Shirt Waste fire. 

S. Siciliano mentioned a possible Michigan History Alliance grant application due November 15th. Up to $2,500. M. Johns volunteered to write an application for shelving for the TAHS storage unit. 

S. Siciliano brought up a request from Tank Space for their Nerd Night event.  B. Gills will reply. 

The TADL Hobby Fair will be October 21st, 4-6. M. MacLeod and S. Siciliano will staff the table. M. Johns will create a flier for the table. 

Membership Committee:
Current Membership: 138

Program/Events Committee: 
Upcoming programs are scheduled through May.  

Website Update: 
The new Facebook page is gaining followers. L. Hains and B. Gills will collaborate with admin possibilities. 

Marketing Committee:
Nothing additional

Phone Messages: 
None of note

M. MacLeod brought to the board’s attention the virtual museum proposed by the group Grand Traverse Regional Museum.




