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From President Siciliano’s Desk 
Greetings to our members: 

Your board in the last four months continues to be working hard as we rebuild 
our organization to meet our mission. 

One of our long-standing efforts has been to strengthen the financial 
sustainability of the society. Through our efforts to reduce non-essential expenses 
while expanding our programming, each month has brought us better news 
through the leadership of Treasurer Larry Hains. We also continue to benefit 
from the generosity of our member donations that makes a real difference for the 
society. The board adopted its 2016-2017 society budget and presented it at the 
annual meeting in October. 

A key element in our stronger position is the growth of our programming. 
Through October we offered weekly tours in two locations. Board member Gini 
LeClaire coordinated evening tours of the Oakwood Cemetery each Sunday 
evening.  During the weekend around Halloween, Board member Peg Siciliano 
provided two cemetery tours with a seasonal twist. The second tour led by 
Richard Fidler and other board members focused on Downtown Traverse City. 
These were held on Saturday mornings. The feedback from the community was 
wonderful and the tours were well attended.  Each tour participant donated $10. 
In addition to the benefit of these new funds, we have also gained new members 
through the tours. 
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Unfortunately, increased revenue alone has not been enough to cover the costs of 
operating the society.  Consequently, the Board voted in November to provide 
the City of Traverse City thirty-day notice that we will be vacating the Carnegie 
Building by December 31, 2016. By taking this action, we will be able to end our 
rental payments and the related insurance payments for the use of the building.  

The society has established an interim office in my home residence and storage 
for some of our materials is being provided at the home of our board treasurer.  
We are retaining our current office phone and post office box if members wish to 
contact the board.  

Our monthly programs continue to be one of the ways we meet our mission.  We 
have had four monthly programs since our last newsletter.  

In September, long-time member and local historian Dave Pennington presented 
on “Interlochen: Trees, Rails, Resorts and Camps (or How We Got Famous).”  
Dave shared how Interlochen came about, its transition from lumbering to 
tourism and its rise as a community.  

In October, TCAPS educator Rachel Wicksall, spoke on "Bringing Traverse City 
Area History Back to our School-Age Children." Rachel shared starting new 
children’s programs at the Traverse Area District Library to engage elementary 
school students in local history.  

In November, Susan Odom of Hillside Homestead, nationally known expert on 
early twentieth century cooking, kitchens, and small-scale farming, whetted 
everyone’s appetite as she described nineteenth century food preparation and 
festive dinners.  

In December, past Historical Society Archivist Peg Siciliano presented on 
"Christmas from the Archives: Vignettes of Christmas from Traverse City's 
Past.” Peg shared many of the images of Northern Michigan winter holidays and 
the stories of Christmas happenings from Traverse City’s past. Christmas items 
from the historical archives were displayed.  

The pictures of the December display are shown below:  
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Another important effort has been to provide better communication access to our 
members. Through the efforts of former board chair and current TADL special 
collections librarian Amy Barritt, we now have a new website. The link is 
https://traversehistory.wordpress.com/ but if anyone types in the old URL 
(traversehistory.org), they will be redirected to the new website. Our plan is to 
use the website more broadly than ever before. In addition to our traditional links 
to program information, other historical research sites, and membership 
information, we will now be using it to communicate to our members with all our 
board meeting agendas and materials and important news. 

The board also completed a comprehensive review of the society bylaws. Several 
changes were made to streamline the language and update the bylaws to align 
with our current processes and procedures. The current bylaws and the revised 
bylaws are on our new website for your review. These revisions were approved 
unanimously by the membership at the annual meeting. 

Board Publication Committee Chair Julie Schopieray is completing work on the 
society's next history publication. She is working with Amy Reichert Hansen of 
Revolution Design and Printing on the publication of late long-time member Bob 
Wilhelm's book Traverse City: Then and Now.  

The board has had some personnel changes since August. At the October Annual 
Meeting, retired attorney and governmental affairs professional Fred Anderson 
and former Historical Society archivist Peg Siciliano were elected to the board.  
At the subsequent board meeting, the following slate of officers were elected for 
one-year terms: Stephen Siciliano as president, Fred Anderson as vice president, 
Gini LeClaire as secretary, and Larry Hains as treasurer.  

At our recent December membership meeting, the membership voted 
unanimously to legally change our name from the History Center of Traverse 
City to the Traverse Area Historical Society—the name we have used as a do-
business-as name for the last year. We also updated the organization’s purpose to 
read: “The purpose of the Traverse Area Historical Society is to preserve, protect 
and present the history of the Grand Traverse region.”  

Finally, I want to thank all our members for your support and interest in the local 
history of our region.  If you would like to be more generous and consider a 
small gift to the Historical Society, please consider a tax-deductible donation to 
your society by sending a check to the Traverse Area Historical Society at P.O. 
Box 7051, Traverse City, MI 49696-7051. 

 

Thank you and have a wonderful holiday season.  

 

Stephen Siciliano 
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News from the Archives 

 

 
 
 
Amy Barritt, MSI, CA 
Special Collections Librarian 
Traverse Area District Library 
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231-932-8502 

 

 

New Acquisition Brings Archives "Up-to-date" 
"Pics or it didn't happen," as they say on social media. As a student of history, I 
find that adage to be an unassailable truth. Thank goodness for photographers of 
our past, like Al Barnes, Edward Beebe, S.E. Wait and Orson Peck. Without 
those gentlemen "snapping pics," how much of our history would be lost to time? 
We are indebted to the intrepid photographers of bygone eras, whose collective 
body of work provide modern researchers with a wealth of information. 

Add to that list John Robert Williams of Traverse City. Williams has worked 
professionally in photography for better than 40 years. Not only is he a well-
known photographer (and float designer), but he also teaches on the subject at 
Northwestern Michigan College, fostering the next generation. Although 
Williams continues to work professionally, a recent move to downsize his studio 
prompted Williams to seek out an appropriate institution for his collection, and 
ultimately he chose the archival collections at Traverse Area District Library, 
formerly of the Traverse Area Historical Society. 

Williams' donation covers a time frame in the archives that had been under-
represented or totally absent, from 1977 to about 2003, when his studio went 
totally digital. The collection, about 24 linear feet of material, is made up of both 
negatives and prints of all sizes. Currently, the collection resides in onsite storage 
at the Traverse Area District Library, and we anticipate that it will be some time 
before the collection is available for researchers. In general, the collection is in 
good shape and there is some order to it. However, the images will need to be 
rehoused appropriately, and the images need to be identified. Fortunately, 
Williams has offered to spend time identifying the photographs. 

If you are interested in seeing this fantastic collection come to light, we are 
always in need of donations to purchase negative and print sleeves, as well as 
boxes. We are also in need of volunteers to sleeve and box the images and 
negatives, create an index for locating them, and assist Williams with the 
identification process by taking notes. For more information, contact Amy Barritt 
at the Traverse Area District Library at 231-932-8502, or abarritt@tadl.org.
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Williams Photograph Collection, as it 
arrived at Traverse Area District 
Library in December 2016. 

 

Each box of the Williams Photograph 
Collection contains a variety of fun 
and fascinating bits of local history. 
This box houses an image of a train 
track intersection in Traverse City that 
has since been demolished, a group of 
amateur cyclists from the 1990s 
including John Robert Williams and 
Tim Brick in Brick Wheels cycling 
gear, and a promotional shot of 
products made at Cone Drive. 

 

 

 

Opportunities for Volunteers 
Would you like to…  

1. Help out at the archives under the supervision of Amy Barritt, special 
collections librarian (see her report in this issue for possibilities)?  

2. Write an article about history or nature for the Grand Traverse Journal?  

3. Explore ways of getting local history into the schools? 

4. Serve as all-around helper with regard to tasks that must be carried out 
regularly—newsletters, mailings, or maintaining the website? 

5. Attending TADL board meetings to let that board know we have a keen 
interest in maintaining the archives at the library? 

6. Participate in the publishing arm of the Historical Society in helping us to 
produce Bob Wilhelm’s last book Then and Now? 

 7. Or…do whatever job you think would be useful to the Society?  

Leave an email at contact@traversehistory.org if you are interested in doing any 
of these things. 
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Winter Program Events, 2017 
Traverse Area Historical Society programs will be held on the following dates in 
the McGuire Room at the Traverse Area District library. They will start at 1:00 
p.m., with light refreshments being served following the programs.   

January 15th: “History of the Odawa Anishinabek people from the Grand 
Traverse Region”, presented by JoAnne Cook of the Grand Traverse Band.  

February 19th: Steamers of the Traverse Bay Line”, presented by Great Lakes 
Shipping historian Steve Kelsch  

March 19th: “Power Island, the Island of Many Names,” given by author Kathy 
Firestone  

 

Link to TAHS Website 
To connect to the Traverse Area Historical Society website, click on 
https://traversehistory.wordpress.com/. 

 


