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We had two programs s ince  our  August  Newslet ter .  Our  September program was 
ent i t led  "Being Negat ive:  the  Photographs of  Al  Barnes . "   Historical  Society  Board
 member J im Warner  presented a  se lect ion of  Record Eagle  photographs from the 
Traverse  Area Distr ict  Library Archives  of  local  his torian and photographer  

 
 

 

Harry Alonzo “Al”  Barnes .    Al  Barnes  (1904-1995)  was  a  journal is t  at  the  Traverse  Ci ty  
Record-Eagle  from 1937-1967.  He implemented the  newspaper ’s  at  the  t ime state -of - the-art  
engraving shop for  photographs ,  and wrote ,  photographed,  and photo  engraved for  the  paper .  He 
subsequently  worked for  The Preview Community  Weekly  from 1975-1990.  Barnes  is  wel l  known
 for  his  four  books  on Grand Traverse  regional  his tory ,  and was  considered the  area ’s  senior  
historian.  This  presentat ion described some of  Al ' s  wonderful  pictures  and also  engaged the  
audience in  helping to  ident i fy  some of  the  people  he  photographed.   The audience added 
important  context  for  some of  the  photographs .

Here  is  one that  generated a  good discussion:  

This  is  a  picture  of  Lance Brown Rambler .  The ta l ler  gent leman in  the  middle  is  Lance Brown.  The 
faci l i ty  today is  Junior ’s  Tires  and the  photo  hangs  on the  wal l  at  the  business .  

We held  the  program in-person and via  zoom.  About  twenty  at tendees  jo ined us  through ei ther  
format .  The recording of  the  presentat ion can found at  the  TADL websi te  at  

https : / /www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHKYPCKEoBM 

We met  in  October  for  our  annual  meet ing .  We highl ighted three  Michigan History  Day  s tudent  
award winners  who presented on their  projects .   
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Jack Ducote  won nat ional  honors  by receiving the  Senior  Divis ion World  War I I  History  Prize   for  
his  individual  exhibi t ,  Rigorous  Debate ,  Diplomatic  Fai lure ,  and America 's  Worst  Day:  The Road to  
Pearl  Harbor .  He placed seventh in  the  nat ion for  the  Senior  Divis ion Individual  Exhibi t  category .  
His  presentat ion s tressed the  debate  within Japan about  the  necessi ty  to  go  to  war with  the  United 
States  and within the  U.S .  about  the  l ikel ihood that  Japan would at tack our  country .  

Lauren Johnson completed a  group exhibi t  with  her  peer  McKenna Wilcox.  They were selected as  
one of  two Nat ional  Final is ts  from the State  of  Michigan for  their  group exhibi t  The Divide:  
Dissent  Within the  Women's  Suffrage Movement  that  explores  the  impacts  of  the  debates  that  
divided the  Nat ional  Woman Suffrage Associat ion (NWSA)  and American Woman Suffrage 
Associat ion (AWSA) .  Lauren presented on the  origins  of  the  divis ion within the  woman’s  suffrage 
movement ,  their  di f ferent  approaches  to  winning the  r ight  to  vote  and their  f inal  unif icat ion that  
led  to  the  rat i f icat ion of  the  19th Amendment .  

Alex Potrafke ,  whose team made i t  to  the  nat ional  f inals  in  the  Group Websi te  category ,   
presented the  websi te  on the  Kansas-  Nebraska Act .  He shared how the conf l ic t  in  Kansas  and the  
subsequent  Act  impacted the  coming of  the  American Civi l  War.

All  our  local  Michigan History  Day s tudents  are  ful ly  funded by our  Society  for  their  local ,  s tate  
and nat ional  regis trat ion fees .  

Fol lowing these  presentat ions ,  we presented our  s tate  of  the  society  report  and our  proposed 2023 
budget .  We fol lowed this  by  our  e lect ion of  board members .  Congratulat ions  to  Sharon Jennings ,  
Brian McCal l  and Peg Sic i l iano on their  reelect ions  to  the  board and to  Jordan Anderson,  Marty  
MacLeod and Emily  Modral l  on their  e lect ions  to  the  board.  

After  the  board e lect ion,  the  members  voted on the  revis ion of  our  society  bylaws,  not  updated 
s ince  2017.  The new bylaws were unanimously  accepted by the  members  in  at tendance.  The 
primary changes  are  as  fo l lows:  

•  Expanding access  to  vot ing  members  virtual ly .

•  Updat ing bylaws to  a l ign with  current  pract ices  and streamline administrat ive  pract ices

•  El iminat ing obsolete  art ic les  referring to  an unused execut ive  committee  and 

  d iscont inued execut ive  director  posi t ion

•  Expanding the  number of  seats  on the  board to  provide greater  capaci ty  for  

  more member part ic ipat ion

The meet ing was  at tended by f i f teen members  and ten guests .  The meet ing was  recorded and can 

be  found at  https : / /www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyyC3beqR14 

Our f inal  autumn program wil l  be  held  on Sunday,  November 20th at  2 :00 .  Newly e lected board 
member,  Dr .  Emily  Modral l  wi l l  present  on ' "Old  Indian Trai ls"  and the  Kchi  Wiikwedong 
Anishinaabe History  Project .   Her  presentat ion wil l  include a  summary of  research and project  

FROM PRESIDENT SICILIANO’S DESK CONT.
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FROM MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR JENNINGS’  DESK

FROM PRESIDENT SICILIANO’S DESK CONT.

act ivi t ies  to  date .  As  the  project  coordinator ,  Emily  wi l l  a lso  discuss  several  speci f ic  topics  in  
regional  nineteenth-century history ,  including the  'Old  Indian Trai ls '  in  the  Grand Traverse  area .  
The goal  of  the  project  i s  to  bring more at tent ion and awareness  to  the  exist ing  trai l  markers  and
 to  the  broader  Anishinaabe history  of  this  region.   The program wil l  be  held  in  person at  the  
McGuire  Room in the  Traverse  Area Distr ict  Library and avai lable  on Zoom by regis tering through 
the  TADL program websi te  at   

ht tps : / /www.tadl .org/event / traverse-area-historical -society-5

Our tour  season concluded this  summer with  our  Oakwood Cemetery Tours  on October  29th .   This  
year  we offered our  regular  downtown and cemetery tours  and developed a  new tour  this  summer.  
Author  and TAHS member Marty  McLeod provided a  new guided walking tour  of  TC’s  Old  Towne.

The tour  at tendance was  l ighter  than in  previous  years  with  some our  tours  canceled due to  no 
attendance.  In  the  coming months ,  the  Board wil l  d iscuss  how to  approach next  year ’s  tours .    

Our  Hal loween Tours  ended wel l  with  25  at tendees  for  the  three  tours .  

Dear  Members ,
I  am happy to  report  our  membership count  is  up to  149 .  We are  happy to  welcome new members  
Liam Barrigan and Henry Hol land both from TC.  I 'm also  happy to  report  that  our  members  have 
donated $1295 in  addit ion to  their  membership dues .  Thank you to  a l l  of  you who support  p
reserving the  his tory  of  this  area by becoming members ,  at tending our  programs and tours ,  and 
giving addit ional  monetary support !

Our “Spot l ight  on Members  from TC Historical  Famil ies”  would l ike  to  introduce Gini  LeClaire .  
She is  the  proud descendant  of  four  pioneer  famil ies  of  our  region.  

P lease  let  me know i f  you are  a  member with  early  t ies  to  this  community .  We'd  love to  feature  
your  family  in  our  next  newslet ter!
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The Dempsey Family

This  family  hai led from Ireland and by 1850,  they were l iv ing in  Cleveland and the  patr iarch was  
working on the  rai lways .  By  1861 they were in  Upper  Canada (Ontario) ,  but  by  1870 they were 
l iv ing on a  farm in  Kewadin.  When she was  18 ,  daughter  El len took the  s tage  to  Traverse  Ci ty  and
found employment  at  the  Hannah Lay boarding house on Long Lake where she would meet  her  
husband.

The Dugal Family

Pierre  Narcisse  Severin Dugal  was  born in  Quebec .  He fol lowed the  
lumber industry  to  Traverse  Ci ty  and was known as  Peter .  Peter  was  
a lumber scaler  for  Hannah Lay;  he  would mathematical ly  est imate  
the  number of  board feet  that  a  tree  would produce.  He met  El len at  
the  Long Lake lumber camp and bui l t  a  house  for  her  on Second 
Street  in  Traverse  Ci ty .  They were married here  in  1872.  Peter  later  
managed the  Hannah Lay Docks .  Of  their  5  chi ldren,  only  one 
survived to  adulthood.

Image To Right  -  Wedding Picture  of  Mr.  & Mrs .  Peter  Dugal
September 1 ,  1872
 

The Wilhelms

Four Wilhelm brothers  ( Josef ,  John,  Anton,  and Franz)  emigrated from Bohemia (Czechoslovakia  
today)  in  the  1850s .  Franz eventual ly  returned to  Europe because  his  wife  was  afraid  to  cross  the  
ocean.  At  least  two of  his  chi ldren remained here .  This  large  family  became very prominent  in  
Traverse  Ci ty  as  businessmen and profess ionals .  They were involved in  the  development  of  the  
Ci ty  Opera House and Oakwood Cemetery .  Edna Wilhelm was the  queen of  the  f irs t  4th  of  July  
Carnival ,  forerunner  of  the  Cherry Fest ival .

The Zimmerman Family
The patr iarch of  this  family  ( John)  emigrated from the Alsace  Lorraine 
region and by 1851 had set t led in  New York.  His  wife  ( Johanna)  a lso  
hai led from Germany.  I t  i s  bel ieved that  she  had been married f irs t  in  
the  old  country  and had two chi ldren,  one of  which died enroute  to  the
United States  and was buried at  sea .  Her  husband and the  other  chi ld  
died soon af ter  their  arrival .  John and Johanna were married in  New 
York and af ter  a  s tay  of  several  years  in  Ohio ,  in  1868 they travel led 
by covered wagon to  Grand Traverse  County  and purchased a  farm.  
Most  of  the  early  set t lers  farmed,  but  subsequent  generat ions  were 
businessmen and publ ic  servants .  Image to  Right  -  Marriage  Picture  of  
Joseph E .  Wilhelm and Rose  Zimmerman
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This  quarter  we did  have some interest  in  a  couple  of  our  tours .  In  October  we had our  
“Hal loween tours  with  a  twist”  at  Oakwood Cemetery .  I t  i s  his torical ly  our  most  popular  tour  
of  the  season and that  remained true this  year .  Board member Marty  Mcleod also  gave her  new
tour  cal led the  “Old Towne Traverse  Ci ty”  which generated some revenue for  the  Historical  S
ociety .    Along with  the  tours  we have cont inued to  be  the  f iduciary  for  Emily  Modral l ’ s  Kchi  
Wiikwedong Anishinaabe History  Project .  In  our  annual  board meet ing in  October ,  I  presented 
our  new 2023 budget  and answered quest ions  from the publ ic  and members  of  the  society  
regarding the  budget .  The society  is  act ively  working on new revenue or  local  sponsorships  
within the  community  to  bet ter  serve our  miss ion s tatement  to  preserve ,  protect  and present  
local  his tory .

Signage and project  artwork are  in  the  f inal  s tages  of  design,  and the  websi te  for  the  Kchi  
Wiikwedong Anishinaabe History  Project  i s  cued up to  be  put  onl ine .  The websi te  wi l l  include 
maps ,  text ,  v ideo,  and sound as  wel l  as  a  bibl iography for  further  reading.  Project  Coordinator  
Emily  Modral l  gave a  presentat ion to  the  Old  Miss ion Peninsula  Historical  Society  in  October  
and welcomed the  discussion on historical  sources  and local  his tory  that  fo l lowed.  Emily  is  the
November speaker  for  the  TAHS monthly  series  at  the  Traverse  Area Distr ict  Library .
 
Any and al l  who are  interested in  further  information about  the  project  are  welcome to  get  in  
touch at  any t ime:  emily .modral l@gmail .com

If  you’ve  vis i ted our  websi te  late ly ,  you might  have not iced some changes .  Thanks  to  the  
dedicated work of  Scott  Morey,  Assis tant  Director  of  Technology Services ,  TADL has  a  new 
website!  The ini t iat ive  was  direct ly  re lated to  a  major  goal  of  the  TADL Strategic  Plan to  make
 the  l ibrary more access ible  which our  new websi te  does .  Kudos  to  Scott  and his  s taff .  

You might  have also  not iced i f  you’ve  been looking around our  Local  History  s i te ,  
https : / / localhistory . tadl .org/ ,  are  about  2 ,000 new i tems contributed to  our  database  by Mary 
Morgan from the Peninsula  Community  Library .  I f  you go to  our  websi te  and c l ick  on Browse 
Col lect ions  you’ l l  see  a  white  range of  new information including Peninsula  Community  Library 
Local  History  Talks ,  Peninsula  Community  Library Cavasos  Family  Historical  Photograph 
Col lect ion,  and pictures  from the Old Miss ion Peninsula  School .    Thank you to  Scott  Morey and 
Amy Barri t t ,  Kingsley  Branch Manager  for  their  work to  get  Mary up and running.  Rumors  are  
that  some let ters  wi l l  be  added that  are  sure  to  be  interest ing  and of  important  his torical  value .  

I  am thankful  to  have so  many people  who are  committed to  preserving our  region’s  his tory!
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6

OPPORTUNITIES FOR VOLUNTEERS

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE!
TRAVERSEHISTORY.ORG | LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: TRAVERSE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Traverse Area Historical Society - PO Box 7051 - Traverse City, MI 49696-7051
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