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I Remember When…. by Julius Petertyl



FROM PRESIDENT SICILIANO’S DESK

We concluded our  spring  program in  May with  a  Zoom presentat ion with  our  
partners  at  the  Traverse  Area Distr ic t  Library  on our  upcoming summer tours .  
We highl ighted our  downtown tour  and shared how our  members  and vis i tors  to  
our  area can take  advantage  both of  our  in-person tours  and our  vir tual  tour .  
Our  vir tual  tour  can be  found on our  websi te  at  ht tps : / / traversehistory .org/ tours /  
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We also  showed port ions  of  our  videos  on the  Oakwood Cemetery  tour .  This  ser ies  of  v ideos  
produced last  December by board member J im Warner  and presented by Peg  S ic i l iano gives  a  
wonderful  b lend of  on-s i te  information and archival  materials .  

For  those  unable  to  at tend our  May program,  i t  was  recorded and can be  found at  the  TADL 
websi te .  Here  is  the  l ink to  the  recording:  ht tps : / /www.youtube.com/watch?v=RXM80DSZrI4
National  History  Day Award Winners :  Each year  the  Society  covers  the  regis trat ion fees  for  
a l l  of  our  local  middle  school  s tudents  who part ic ipate  in  the  local ,  Michigan and Nat ional  
History  Day competi t ion programs.  We are  exci ted to  announce that  pair  of  young his torians  
from Traverse  East  Middle  School  advanced to  the  Nat ional  History  Day level  and won the  
George  Washington Leadership  in  History  Prize .

Eighth Graders  Elyse  Heffner  and Veronika Caughran received this  award for  their  project  
"George  Washington's  Farewel l  Address . "   They completed research,  prepared a  presentat ion 
paper ,  and a  presented an exhibi t  of  their  f indings .   They were  a  f inal is t  at  East  Middle  School  
and had the  opportunity  to  compete  at  the  State  level .  They were  winners  at  the  State  level  
and competed at  the  Nat ional  Level .   At  the  Nat ional  level ,  they won the  Junior  Divis ion -  
George  Washington Leadership  Award.   Their  award included a  Cert i f icate  of  Achievement ,  
medals  and   each of  them receiving  a  $500 cash scholarship  to  use  at  the  col lege  of  their  choice .

   

E lyse  Heffner  and Veronika Caughran with  their  Cert i f icate  of  Achievements  and Medals .
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 FROM PRESIDENT SICILIANO’S DESK CONTINUED

We have invi ted these  nat ional  award winners  to  be  the  keynote  presenters  at  our  annual  
meet ing  in  October  and they have accepted our  invi tat ion.    Congratulat ions  to  a l l  the  s tudents  
for  part ic ipat ing  and being award winners  in  2021.  Much thanks  their  teachers  as  wel l .  

Hi tchcock-Goodale  S i te  Complet ion:  The Society  completed i ts  important  preservat ion work 
this  year  in  the  establ ishment  of  the  Hitchcock-Goodale  Farm s i te  at  Hickory Hi l ls .  We 
gathered on July  11th to  unvei l  the  s ign and speak on pioneering couple ,  Thomas Hitchcock 
and Helen Goodale ,  whose  homestead we honored.  

Thomas Hitchcock,  who arrived in  Northern Michigan in  the  early  1850s ,  worked for  the  
Hannah and Lay Company,  and before  their  marriage ,  Helen Goodale  was  the  f irs t  school  
teacher  in  Traverse  Ci ty .    They set t led  on this  farmland in  1870,  purchasing i t  in  1874.  The 
area was  sold  to  F loyd Cl inch,  of  C l inch Park fame,  in  1930,  and eventual ly  came into  the  Ci ty ’s  
possess ion.    The family  s t i l l  owns f ive  acres  of  land to  the  north  of  Hickory Hi l ls .

At  the  dedicat ion ceremony,  Jon Wilson,  who is  the  great -great  grandson of  Thomas Hitchcock 
and Helen Goodale ,  his  son Sam Wilson and his  granddaughter  Pric i l la  Racine  jo ined 
Peg  S ic i l iano,  Sharon Jennings  and I  and discussed the  importance of  the  couple  to  Traverse  Ci ty .    
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FROM PRESIDENT SICILIANO’S DESK CONTINUED

This  project  s tarted three  years  ago when Gary Wilson,  another  great -great  grandson,  
contacted the  Traverse  Area Historical  Society  about  a  way to  honor  these  very  early  local  
set t lers .   Board Member Matt  Groleau took the  lead role  in  the  Society ’s  act iv i t ies .  He worked 
very  c losely  with  the  family ,  and with  Derek Melvi l le ,  the  Superintendent  of  Traverse  Ci ty ’s  
Parks  and Recreat ion Department .   Their  jo int  ef forts ,  even through COVID,  led  to  this  p leasant  
enclave and place  of  rest .  Those  who s i t  on the  s i te ’s  benches  are  encouraged to  recal l  the  hard 
work and sacri f ices  made by a l l  of  those  who came before  us .

Gary Wilson was  unable  to  at tend the  ceremony but  shared his  remarks  that  were  read by Peg  
at  the  event .  His  remarks  included the  fo l lowing:  
 
“On behal f  o f  the  Wilson and Walker  famil ies  who are  the  Hitchcock ’s  descendants ,  I  extend 
s incere  thanks  to  the  Traverse  Area Histor ical  Society  and the  Parks  and Recreat ion Div is ion 
of  Traverse  Ci ty  for  endors ing  preservat ion of  the  farmstead s i te  and col laborat ive ly  s tewarding 
the  project  to  frui t ion .  I  especia l ly  want  to  thank Matt  Groleau,  Peg  S ic i l iano,  and Derek  Melvi l le  
for  the  indispensable  roles  they  have  p layed in  making this  project  a  real i ty .

Roy and Everett  Wilson,  my grandfather  and grand-uncle  who grew up on this  farm,  cher ished 
i t  in  the ir  hearts  a l l  o f  the ir  l ives .  They  brought  the ir  chi ldren here ,  and those  chi ldren brought  
the ir  own chi ldren ,  every  summer.  We hiked through the  myrt le  that  grew everywhere  in  the  
woods ,  p layed in  the  s tream,  admired the  fence-row of  s tate ly  oak trees ,  and c l imbed about  in  
the  f ie ldstone  ce l lar  o f  the  long-gone  farmhouse .  We heard stor ies  about  Bi l ly ,  the  be loved 
b l ind  horse  behind whom the  boys  p lowed the  rough f ie lds  that  fed  the  family .  Grandpa and 
Everett  descr ibed  their  wi ld  s led  r ides  down Randolph Street  in  the  winter .  And they  ta lked  of  
the  love  that  the  family ,  especia l ly  devoted  Aunts  Top and Puss ,  shared with  them af ter  the ir  
mother  d ied .

The  beaut i fu l  p laque ,  benches ,  and landscaped s i te  wi l l  welcome Hickory  Hi l ls  v is i tors  for  
many years  to  come.  Those  v is i tors  wi l l  come away knowing something new and interest ing  
about  the  h istory  of  Traverse  Ci ty .  For  we descendants  o f  the  Hitchcocks ,  and especial ly  o f  Roy  
and Everett  Wilson,  the  peace  that  set t les  on  this  p lace  marks  a  profound and specia l  homecoming 
for  those  who l ived  here .”

Con Foster  Col lect ion Update :  Another  way our  Society  meets  i ts  miss ion is  preserving our  local  
his tory .  The Society  regularly  inquir ies  about  the  progress  being made on the  uses  of  the  Con 
Foster  Museum Col lect ion.  Traverse  Ci ty  Commissioner  Roger  Putnam has  been very  helpful  in  
sharing our  inquires  on this  i ssue  with  the  Ci ty  Administrat ion.  

He met  with  Ci ty  Manager  Marty  Colburn and Assis tant  Manager  Penny Hi l l  recent ly  and 
discussed the  s tatus  of  the  col lect ion to  date .  Here  are  several  of  the  takeaways  from that  meet ing:

1.   The art i facts  are  s t i l l  safe ly  secured in  the  lower level  of  the  Carnegie  bui lding .
2 .    I t  appears  NAGPRA requirements  have been met  and the  human remains  (determined to  be  
     l ikely  Nat ive  American)  have been properly  returned to  respect ive  Tribes  for  their  disposi t ion.
3.   Some l imited Ci ty  funds  have been budgeted to  complete  the  inventory  and f inal ize  future  
     poss ibi l i t ies  of  ensuring the  col lect ion is  accurately  maintained.   He is  seeking input  from 
     experts  in  the  museum f ie ld   for  potent ia l  grant  opportunit ies  that  could  help  in  that  ef fort .
4.   The Carnegie  bui lding  s tatus  is  current ly  owned and maintained by the  Ci ty  of  Traverse  Ci ty  
     and has  the  Crooked Tree  Arts  as  i ts  sole  occupant .  The income from their  lease  has  been used,  
     a long with  dedicated funds  from a  trust  to  maintain  the  bui lding  for  i ts  present  use .   That  trust  
     i s  nearing  deplet ion,  so  future  funding and operat ions  remain uncertain .  

In  the  meantime,  he  bel ieves  i t  i s  important  to  keep an open dialog  and explore  every  opt ion to  
provide  for  the  safekeeping of  the  Con Foster  materials .   He wi l l  cont inue to  provide  any new 
developments  that  pertain .



4

 

This  summer we are  able  to  conduct  our  tours  in  person.  Our  remaining tours  are  scheduled:  

Downtown Tours:  Meet ing  at  the  Statue  of  Perry  Hannah on the  corner  of  Union and 6th  Street  
in  Traverse  Ci ty .  Last  Saturday of  every  month,  June –  September ,  10  am –  11:30  am.  
August  28th  and September 25th

Oakwood Cemetery Tours:  Meet ing  at  the  entrance to  the  Oakwood Cemetery  off  of  8th  Street  
in  Traverse  Ci ty .  Second and fourth Sunday of  every  month,  June –  September ,  4  pm –  5 :30  pm.  
August  22nd;  September 12th ,  and 26th .

Looking forward to  our  Fal l  Monthly  programs,  we are  again able  to  present  them in  person 
in  the  McGuire  Room of  the  Traverse  Area Distr ic t  Library .  Al l  programs wi l l  be  on Sundays  
at  2 :00  PM.  

September 19th:  Explore  the  Secrets  and Mysteries  of  Dat ing  Historic  Photos!
 
Jo in  us  and discover  hints  and s trategies  for  dat ing  and ident i fy ing  those  perplexing ,  
unident i f ied  photos .  Past  Historical  Society  Archivis t  Peg  S ic i l iano wi l l  of fer  ideas  using  
his toric  images  of  local  people  and locat ions .      S ic i l iano has  a  Master ’s  Degree  in  American 
History  from the  Col lege  of  Wil l iam and Mary with  a  Special ty  in  Archives .  She is  current ly  
on the  TAHS Board,  i s  a  teaching ass is tant  at  TCAPS,  and wri tes  local  his tory  art ic les  for  the  
Record Eagle .

October 17th:  Society  Annual  Meet ing .  We wil l  present  the  s tate  of  the  Society  and hold  Board 
e lect ions .  Our  keynote  speakers  wi l l  be  Nat ional  History  Day Award Winners  Elyse  Heffner  
and Veronika Caughran present ing  their  project  on George  Washington’s  Farewel l  Address .  

November 21st :  The program information wi l l  be  shared in  the  near  future .  
 

 

FROM PROGRAM AND EVENTS COMMITTEE CHAIR LOUP’S DESK

As of  August  1 ,  2021 ,  we have 151 members .  We are  happy to  welcome Emily  Modral l  as  our  
newest  member but  sad to  report  the  death of  Li fe  Member ,  Ken Wyckoff .  Ken was  a lways  in  
support  of  preserving our  local  his tory  and he  wi l l  be  missed.  We are  a lso  announcing a  
change to  our  membership  categories  and membership  form that  wi l l  of f ic ia l ly  take  place  
September 1 ,  2021.  To  s impl i fy  things ,  we wi l l  have just  two member categories  which wi l l  be  
Student  for  $10 and Individual  for  $25 .  In  addit ion,  there  wi l l  be  places  you can s ign up to  
make an addit ional  donat ion.  TAHS is  a  non-prof i t  organizat ion,  and we use  our  member dues  
and addit ional  donat ions  to  carry  out  our  goal  to  preserve ,  protect  and present  our  local  his tory .  
This  includes  g iving  f inancial  help  to  TADL to  care  for  the  col lect ion,  putt ing  on programs and 
tours ,  and various  other  projects  for  which we lend our  support .  A  big  THANK YOU  to  a l l  our  
members  for  support ing  us  and we wi l l  look forward to  your  cont inued help  in  the  future!
   

FROM MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR JENNINGS’  DESK

TRAVERSE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY -  AUGUST 2021
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As your  Historical  Society  progresses  through the  2021 calendar  year ,  we are  happy to  
communicate  that  we cont inue to  be  in  a  sound f inancial  condit ion and are  operat ing  according 
to  plan.   In  addit ion,  s ince  the  last  newslet ter ,  the  Board has  approved a  motion for  us  to  be  a  
f iduciary  partner  with  a  project  being headed by Emily  Modral l .   We have received $10 ,000 in  
grant  funds  into  our  accounts  for  her  project  and those  are  current ly  in  our  bank account  to  
support  her  project .   F inal ly ,  the  Board approved $10 ,000 in  funding to  expand the  Archives  at  
the  Traverse  Area Distr ic t  Library .   We intend to  provide  those  funds  to  the  l ibrary  in  October .

   

FROM TREASURER GROLEAU’S DESK

The ini t iat ive  to  organize  and instal l  s igns  dedicated to  this  area 's  Nat ive  his tory  is  taking 
shape.  With  generous  support  from a  Rotary  Chari t ies  Seed Grant ,  consul tants  and contr ibutors  
have been engaged,  and ef forts  are  under  way to  ident i fy  the  his torical ly  and cul tural ly  
s ignif icant  locat ions  where  new s ignage wi l l  be  instal led .

This  project  i s  a lso  expanding to  the  north .  In  partnership  with  the  Northport  Publ ic  Schools ,  
a  grant  from the  Nat ive  American Heri tage  Fund was  secured in  June to  integrate  aspects  of  
this  s ignage project  into  c lassrooms in  three  Leelanau County  schools .  The same Nat ive  
consultants  working on the  s igns  themselves  wi l l  work direct ly  in  c lassrooms with  s tudents  
and teachers  on various  aspects  of  local  Nat ive  his tory ,  and,  l ike  the  Traverse  Ci ty -based project ,  
publ ic  s igns  wi l l  be  developed for  s i tes  in  Leelanau County .

Please  get  in  touch with  Emily  Modral l  with  any quest ions  or  comments  about  the  Nat ive  
history  s ignage project :  emily .modral l@gmail .com.
 

   

NEWS ON A NEW PROJECT HIGHLIGHTING LOCAL NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY
By Emily Modrall

TRAVERSE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY -  AUGUST 2021
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The Library  Board has  approved the  spending and we have ordered the  new shelving  for  the  
Local  History  Col lect ion.  While  this  i s  very  exci t ing ,  we are  looking at  8 -12  weeks  for  del ivery  
but  are  going to  be  using  that  t ime to  cont inue col lect ion maintenance .  We received a  very  
generous  private  donat ion of  $5 ,000 which is  helping fund a  port ion of  the  shelving  and new 
boxes  for  some of  the  materials .
 
We had a  wonderful  crew of  4  Petertyl  Interns  this  year .  They learn about  local  his tory ,  
preservat ion,  went  on f ie ld  tr ips ,  and helped on some long-s tanding projects .    The interns  were  
supervised by Amy Barri t t  and Robin Stanley ,  who wi l l  report  more at  a  later  date .  Thank you to  
TAHS for  providing the  s tudents  with  a  wonderful  experience  and helping TADL Local  History  
Col lect ion too!  

F inal ly ,  we f inal ly  received  the  digi t ized records  from the  microf i lm of  the   Immaculate  
Concept ion Church,  Peshawbetown –  Birth ,  Marriage ,  and Death Records   from 1850-1948.  This  
microf i lm was  acquired from the  NMC l ibrary .  Adult  Services  Coordinator ,  Mel issa  McKenna 
thought  of  this  idea and fol lowed i t  to  frui t ion.  We are  thri l led  at  the  windows to  the  past  that  
these  records  might  open.

NEWS FROM THE TRAVERSE AREA DISTRICT LIBRARY
By Michele Howard, TADL Director

TRAVERSE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY -  AUGUST 2021



7

I remember when the summer days were punctuated with the calls of peddlers and fix-it men. 
The scissors grinder man not only sharpened scissors and knives but also repaired umbrellas. 
He carried his stand on his back and would set it up in the yard to peddle the grinder wheel and 
sharpen knives and scissors. A pot mender also came by to repair porcelain pots and pans with 
‘fix-its’ a washer and bolt to cover the holes.
 
Men collected scrap iron, copper, brass and rags. Nothing was thrown out. Wood ashes were collected 
for the making of soap. The pickup man gave you a free bar of soap. The soap factory was over by 
Kroger's. The ice man brought 14 to 16 inch thick ice that had been cut on Boardman Lake or the Bay 
during the winter. It was cut by hand and hauled out by horses who sometimes drowned. It was 
stored, surrounded by sawdust, in commercial ice houses to keep it from melting.
 
If you wanted ice, you would put a card in the window showing how many pounds you needed. Then 
the ice was cut and brought into the house. The ice man always left a puddle on the kitchen floor due 
to the setting of the ice down to be chipped away to fit the ice box. The kids loved to follow the iceman 
to eat the chips that fell from the big blocks when cut. 

The milkman brought his product in large cans on a pushcart. He ladled out the milk into your container. 
Our long ago neighbors sound like the original ecologists no gasoline no waste and recycle everything.

ur newsletter  for  the next  year wil l  bring you four columns written by our wonderful  late  
benefactor  and community  historian Julius  Petertyl .  Enjoy his  columns again.  This  column 
shares  his  thoughts  of  summer in  Traverse City  in  the early  1900s

 

I REMEMBER WHEN....
By Julius Petertyl
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omplain when, on a ra

 

  
 
   

OPPORTUNITIES FOR VOLUNTEERS

Would you like to…

Be a docent on a history walking tour?

Help out at the archives under the supervision of Katheryn Carrier, 
special collections librarian

· Explore ways of getting local history into the schools?

Serve as all-around helper with regard to tasks that must be carried out regularly—
newsletters, mailings, or maintaining the website?

Attend TAHS board meetings to find out more about board activities and what you might do 
to participate?

Attending TADL board meetings to let that board know we have a keen interest in 
maintaining the archives at the library.

· Or…do whatever job you think would be useful to the Society?

Leave an email at traversehistory@gmail.com if you are interested in doing any of these things. 
We can always use more help to preserve, protect, and present history!

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE!
TRAVERSEHISTORY.ORG | LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: TRAVERSE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Traverse Area Historical Society - PO Box 7051 - Traverse City, MI 49696-7051
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